26'4                  Greek and Roman Mythology.

Similar doleful memories are linked with the name of
Orpheus, who is often termed a brother of Linus, though he
was really not an ^Eolian, but a Thracian of Pieria. That
which is best known of him is the story of his love for the
beautiful nymph Eurydice. She was bitten in the foot by a
snake, and thus snatched away from him by death. Orpheus
then filled mountain and valley with songs of lamentation so
piteous, that the wild beasts of the forest were enchanted at
the sound, and followed him like lambs; and the very rocks and
trees moved from their places. His yearning towards his be-
loved Eurydice induced him to descend to the lower world, to
beg her release from the grim king of shadows. Here his piteous
lay caused even the Erinyes to shed tears of compassion, and
moved the hard heart of the Stygian king. He released Eury-
dice on condition that Orpheus should not look back on her till
he reached the upper world. Orpheus, however, violated this
condition, and Eurydice was once more lost to him. He himself,
not long afterwards, whilst wandering in his despair over the
Thracian mountains, was torn in pieces by some women in the
mad excitement of their nightly Bacchanalian orgies.

A splendid representation of the second parting of the lovers by
Hermes, the guide of souls, lias come down to us on a marble relief,
is preserved in the Villa Albani (Fig. 64).

